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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

At the January 22, 2018, meeting of the Board 
of Education we had the pleasure of 
recognizing our Governor’s Educators of the 
Year. Principals, colleagues, families and 
friends attended the meeting to celebrate the 
Teachers of the Year and Educational Services 
Professionals from our schools. Within this 
newsletter and other areas of communication 
from our schools, principals will share what 
makes these educators so special each and 
every day. 

 

During the winter months, we begin the 
development of the 2018-2019 budget. Input 
from stakeholders is welcome at each board 
meeting or through the district website. It is also 
this time of year that we begin kindergarten 
registration. This year kindergarten registration 
will be held on March 6 and March 7. Each 
elementary school will register in the morning at 
their school and evening registration will be held 

at the Board of Education offices located in the 
Township Municipal Complex. For more 
information and a copy of the registration 
packet, please visit the district website. 

 

Each year I schedule four Coffee with the 
Superintendent events. The next Coffee with 
the Superintendent is an evening event 
scheduled for February 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Board of Education Conference Room. All are 
welcome! 

 

Finally, I would like to welcome our two new 
board members, Mrs. Ann Harris and Mr. 
Christopher Pulsifer. Mrs. Harris was sworn in 
at the January 10 Board of Education meeting 
and Mr. Pulsifer was sworn in on February 5. 
Welcome Ann and Chris! Click here for a list of 
Board of Education meetings dates for 2018.  

 

 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Ms. Tracey Knerr 

Of Course You Can "Do Math" 

It seems that the world of education has been in 
a state of change for quite some time. While it is 
true that education in the United States is 
changing, many people believe it is for the 
better. However, this change may cause others 
to question exactly what is happening. We see 
this very often in what and how students learn 
mathematics. A math class from when we were 
in school does not look like our math classes 
today. This often causes confusion and 
uncomfortable situations for both parents and 
students. Today, while students are still 
required to memorize rules and procedures, 
they must also be able to understand those 
procedures, make connections, and apply that 
knowledge across different situations.   

When people offhandedly remark that they 
“don’t do math” others often laugh. Few people 
see this as a problem and math educators 
believe this attitude must change. Simply 
stated, everyone can do math. Both parents 
and educators must continue to find ways to 
help all students understand—at a conceptual 
level—the mathematics being learned. 
Knowing a procedure or memorizing facts 
does not guarantee conceptual understanding. 
However, with conceptual understanding, 
fluency will seamlessly occur.   

 

So, what can we, as teachers, parents, and 
concerned citizens possibly do to assist in this 
journey toward conceptual understanding and 
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“The best thing about being a teacher is that it 
matters. The hardest thing about being a 
teacher is that it matters every day.”   – Todd 

Whitaker 

 

It is with great pleasure that I introduce 
Christina Smith as Amsterdam School’s 
recipient of the Governor’s Educator of the Year 
Award. Mrs. Smith has been teaching special 
education for 23 years in Hillsborough 
Township Public Schools. Her present role is a 
special education resource room teacher for 

students in grades one through four.  

 

Mrs. Smith is one of those teachers who make 
it MATTER every day. She makes it matter for 
her students. She makes it matter for her 
colleagues. She makes it matter for the 
Amsterdam community. She is the embodiment 
of professionalism, skilled practice and 
dedication. I have seen true magic in her 
classroom. She consistently delivers 
meaningful differentiated instruction to meet the 
needs of her learners. She accomplishes this 
by striving for excellence through ongoing self-
reflection and professional development. 
Seeking out the most current research and best 
practices to provide the most effective 
instruction available for her students is part of 

her everyday practice. As 
a result, her teaching 
portfolio overflows with 
meaningful instructional 

strategies.  

 

Mrs. Smith displays 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 
compassion toward all of 
her students, and is 
accepting of them as 
individuals with unique 
gifts and talents. Through 
her respectful, warm 
presence, they know that 
she is in their corner. Mrs. 
Smith’s students are 
enthusiastic and respectful 
in her classroom, with 
what appears to be little to 
no effort on her part, when 
in fact, she has created an 

environment that sets them up for success 

and fosters confidence.   

 

Mrs. Smith is not only a dynamic presence 
in the classroom; she is an integral and 
respected member of the school 
community. Mrs. Smith never hesitates to 
offer her time and energy to school-wide 
events. She serves the school as our head 
HEA representative and serves on the 
Hillsborough PRIDE committee. She is the 
photographer for the Character Education 
Committee and a contributor to all school- 
wide events. More importantly, she serves 
as a role model for her peers. She is always 

willing to share, collaborate, teach or coach.   

 

Mrs. Smith makes every day matter to her 
students, colleagues and school 
community. She embodies the passion, 
skills and professionalism that represent the 
true “art” of teaching. This award was 
created to honor and celebrate the talents 
and dedication of teachers exactly like 
Christina Smith. Teachers who know 

exactly what matters! 

 

I am equally pleased to announce that 
Robyn Becker has been named as one of 

the district’s Elementary Educational 
Services Professional of the Year. Dr. 
Becker serves Amsterdam School as 
our Speech Language Professional and 
definitely makes it MATTER. She is the 
quintessential professional in all facets 
of her work in this role. A brilliant 
technician, her skills as a therapist and 
educator are exemplary, and she is 
highly valued for her expertise in the 
many facets of her position. Dr. Becker’s 
lessons with students in the therapy 
room and in the classroom are master 
classes on the provision of well-
prepared individualized interventions, 
utilizing research-based methods, while 
maintaining student engagement in a 

positive, nurturing environment.   

 

Dr. Becker is an innovator and major 
contributor to the district’s special 
education department, bringing to the 
district her knowledge and experience 
with programs and materials to teach 
soc ia l  sk i l l s ,  language sk i l l s , 
comprehension skills, and the use of 
assistive technology programs. Dr. 
Becker’s thirst for knowledge is matched 
by her quest to translate that knowledge 
into effective interventions and 
strategies for her students. If there is a 
new avenue to explore in order to meet 
the needs of students, Dr. Becker is 
exploring it and seeking ways to share it 
and collaborate with others for the 
benefit of the student body. On 
numerous occasions, Dr. Becker has 
provided district-wide workshops and 
turnkey trainings for staff on programs 
and topics such as Visualizing and 
Verbalizing, Social Thinking, and 

Assistive Technology. 

 

Amsterdam School is proud to 
congratulate both of these exemplary 
professionals who make a difference in 
the lives of all of the members of the 
Amsterdam School Community. They 
make it matter each and every day! You 
would be hard pressed to find two 
professionals more deserving of these 

prestigious awards.   

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

students, guiding them gently but firmly 
to learn the skills they need to 
communicate effectively. HES is proud 
to celebrate Mrs. Goodwin and Mrs. 

Piech, two of our brightest stars. 

 

In physical education, 4th grade 
students have enjoyed intramurals after 
school for the last few weeks, 
participating in basketball, hockey, and 
other sports encouraging lifelong fitness 
and an active li festyle. Winter 
Wonderland activities also filled the gym 

The 1st grade students shared their wishes 
for world peace by creating their own birds 
to decorate the school’s peace tree.  
Guided by art teacher, Mrs. Laurel Suk, 
students researched types of birds and 
then sculpted them in colorful clay to 
represent their view of beautiful birds that 

represent and invite peace in the world. 

 

In the style of Georgia O’Keeffe, our HES 
artists also decorated our Art Alley with 
watercolor  sunf lowers us ing a 
monochromatic color scheme. Created in 
art class with Mrs. Suk, the artwork brought 
the HES corridor to lively life with these 

beautiful paintings. 

 

Congratulations 
t o  t h e 
H i l l s b o r o u g h 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School Teacher 
of the Year, Mrs. 
K i r s t e n 
Goodwin, and 
our Educational 
S e r v i c e s 
Professional of 
the Year, Mrs. 
Sharon Piech!   
Mrs. Goodwin 
has been in 
education for 
over 30 years, 
all at HES, and 
she is known for 
her enthusiasm 
and creativity. 
As the Teacher 

of Writing, she is a resource for students 
and staff, helping HES writers develop their 
skills and confidence in their written work. 
Mrs. Piech is the HES speech therapist 
and has been at HES for 16 of her 20 
years in education. She works with 
students in those critical, developmental 
years to identify and correct speech issues. 
She is passionate about her work and 
compassionate when working with her 

for PE during the school day, and, 
as usual, Mrs. Sarina Rutz went 
above and beyond to give the 
students a magical and fun physical 

education experience. 

 

REACH students participated in the 
cardboard challenge, where they 
were invited to make anything using 
paper towel tubes and other 
cardboard pieces to design 
whatever their imaginations saw. It 
was amazing to see how many 
unique projects came from this 
challenge as students applied their 

creativity and design skills. 

 

Thank you to the Home & School 
Association for bringing HES 
students a fabulous assembly on 
storytellers and the annual favorite 
activity, PICTO. In the first, students 
enjoyed a barnyard theme, telling 
stories, singing, and dancing. In 
PICTO, participants screamed, “One 
more time!” again and again, hoping 
that the next call would be the 
winner. The HES HSA gives so 
much to our students, and we are 
grateful for the time, energy, and 
positivity that they bring to all they 
do for our Stars! Thank you to the 
many staff members who spent a 
Friday evening with their students, 
making the night extra special and to 
Mrs. Rutz who joined Principal 
Eckstein as the co-callers for the 
evening, keeping the students 

attentive and laughing all night long! 

 

The 3rd  grade ce leb ra ted 
Immigration Day on January 12. 
This reenactment demonstrated to 
the students the process of coming 
to the United States through Ellis 
Island. Greeted by the sounds of 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

ocean life!! Also, there are 
whales too! It is just so 
amazing. I hope this inspires 

you like it did to me.  

~ A.C., a 3rd grade student 

 

I hear low bellows like a 
Humpback Whale is singing. 
I watch coral as white as a 
polar bear. A mysterious 
giant eye the color of the 
horizon is watching me. 
Tentacles are  pouring out of 

a cave. I find jellyfish as see-through as 
glass. Sharks are prowling overhead. Sea 
urchins are crawling everywhere. I 
discover a mermaid´s tail as blue as the 
sky. All the noises start to fade away and 
for a minute I was in my own world. I was 

mesmerized. The oasis is amazing!   

~ N.R., a 4th grade student 

 

These are just some examples of the 
inspiration students found in the 
Underwater Oasis, an environment 
created to celebrate the National Day on 
Writing at  Sunnymead School. Under the 
direction of our Teacher of Writing, Dawn 
Purdy and Art Educator, Ari Dlugacz, the 
stage was transformed, with the help of 
volunteer hours by staff and parents, into 
an interactive deep sea adventure. Sea 
creatures, sunken treasure, and a coral 
reef inspired the writers visually, while the 

sound of 
whale cries 
a n d 
u n de r w a t e r 
b u b b l e s 
inspired the 
w r i t e r s 

auditorily.  

 

Every grade 
l e v e l  a t 

Sunnymead was able to visit the oasis and 
write simply for the love of writing. They 
were encouraged to use what they saw, 
heard and how they felt while exploring 
their underwater surrounding. Every 
student, ages 5-10 sat mesmerized and 

So many exciting things have been happening 
at Sunnymead School! We started out the 
month of November by honoring our 
Sunnymead veterans and their families. The 
courageous men and women who served our 
country were recognized at our school-wide 
assembly. Mrs. Levinski organized this special 
event honoring each branch of the military with 
patriotic music and words of gratitude for their 
service! The assembly was followed by a 
lovely breakfast where veterans gathered 
together with their families and shared 
memories of their time in the service with the 
students. To honor of all of our special guests, 
students designed beautiful thank you posters, 
wrote letters of thanks, and decorated tables 
clothes with special messages. It was truly a 
privilege to be able to honor our Sunnymead 

veterans! 

National Day of Writing – Underwater Oasis 

What do you think an underwater experience 
is like? Well I’m underwater right now! Let me 
tell you about it. There are jellyfish, an 
octopus, a pirate ship, a treasure chest, fish, 
and the best of all sharks. It is amazing. This 
oasis is a must see. You should come and join 
my scuba diving friends to see some amazing 

silent as the feeling of being submerged 
overtook them. Their creativity and 
passion for writing flourished. Parents 
and families had an opportunity to visit 
the Underwater Oasis during Parent-
Teacher Conferences as well. It was a 

“whale” of a good time!  

    

Making a Difference 

This holiday season Sunnymead 
students learned about gratitude. One 
way to teach our students this valuable 
lesson is to get them involved with some 
kind of community service. Our 4th grade 
students have done just that. Chrissy 
Banks, a parent in Mrs. DeVincentz’s 
class works for Elijah’s Promise. Elijah’s 
Promise is a nonprofit organization 
located in New Brunswick, NJ, that runs a 
community soup kitchen that serves over 
100,000 meals a year to those in need 
right here in central NJ. Elijah’s Promise 
was so excited to have Sunnymead 
Elementary School’s 4th grade classes 
participate in the Community Soup 
Kitchen’s Thanksgiving day meal. The 
4th grade teachers and students made 
their table centerpieces and wrapped the 
plastic ware needed to serve this year’s 
holiday dinner. Parents also donated 
nonperishable items to be used for the 

holiday meal.  

 

For the month of December, 
Sunnymead’s 4th grade students 
continued to give. Mrs. DeVincentz has 
been working with the Agape House for 
more than 22 years. The Agape House is 
located in Somerville and offers its 
families shelter, food, clothing, but most 
important of all, they offer hope. There 
were 20 children in need this year. Our 
4th grade students “adopted” a boy or girl 
and made their wishes come true. Each 
student with the support of their parents, 
purchased a gift and wrapped it in class. 
The 4th grade students received and 
wrapped over 70 gifts! The Agape van 
pulled up at Sunnymead School, and like 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

Triangle School is pleased to 
introduce you to Triangle School’s 
Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Tori 
Wargo. Mrs. Wargo has been a 
teacher in Hillsborough for 11 years, 
nine of them at Triangle School as a 
Teacher of Students with Autism. 
She is an advocate for students with 
disabilities and is beloved by her 
students and their parents for her 
compassion and commitment to 
them. As noted in one of the 
recommendations received, “She is 
one of a kind. God broke the mold 
when he made Mrs. Wargo and I am 
so thankful and proud to say my son 
was fortunate enough to have Mrs. 

Wargo for a teacher.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Triangle School’s Educational 
Services Professional of the Year 
is our wonderful nurse, Mrs. Kim 
Miladinov. Mrs. Miladinov joined 
the staff of Triangle School in 
2016, following several years as a 
nurse at Summit Medical Group. 
One of the recommendations for 
Mrs. Miladinov said, “Kimberly 
absolutely has the respect and 
admiration of students, parents, 
colleagues, and administrators. 
S h e  i s  a  c o n s u m m a t e 
professional.” Triangle School is 
fortunate to have her taking care 

of all of us! 



In preparation for the cold weather of 
winter, Woodfern staff and students 
actively sought to create warm wishes.  
Woodfern continued its tradition of a 
Giving Tree this holiday season. Each 
year, we ask families to give what they can 
so others, who are less fortunate, may 
also enjoy some holiday joy. As families 
made donations, snowflakes were added 
to our Giving Tree located in the 
office. Before winter break, these 
donations were distributed to needy 
f ami l i es  w i th in  the  Woodfe rn 
Community. Over $850 was collected and 
distributed… making the season a joyful 
one for all. 

 

In addition to helping fellow Woodfern 
families, the students at Woodfern also 
want to help people in our larger 
community. For weeks leading up to the 
holidays, Woodfern students worked to 
collect pajamas. Our kindergarten through 
4th grade students, teachers, and staff 
members donated 220 pairs of brand-new 
pajamas as part of the Scholastic Reading 
Club Great Pajama Drive. Woodfern sent 
the pajamas to Scholastic and Scholastic 
matched each set of donated pajamas 
with a book as part of the company’s 9th 
Annual Great Bedtime Story Pajama 
Drive. 

 

Woodfern’s pajama drive, now in its 4th 
year, was initiated by our 3rd grade 

teachers with the goal of supporting 
children in need. The 3rd grade “class 
governors” have taken on this project 
and have grown it from its inception at 
the school four years ago. The 
governors advertise the drive, collect 
and organize the donations, and pack 
the pajamas to ship to Scholastic. 

 

The pajamas and books are donated 
to the Pajama Program, a nonprofit 
organization that provides new 
pajamas and books to children in 
need. The organization works with 
over 3,600 receiving organizations 
nationwide including group homes, 
foster care and social service 
organizations, shelters, Head Starts 
programs, and others. 

 

On Monday, December 18th, 
students at Woodfern School had 
a cultural  celebration  on 
Las Posadas during their Spanish 
class periods. The students 
enjoyed the celebration as they 
went through a series of stations. 
There were games, songs, and 
activities including the piñata. 
Students actively used Spanish 
that they have acquired during 
their first two marking periods. 
Along with the games, students 
enjoyed singing a variety of 
holiday songs in Spanish, and 
dancing the salsa. This was a 
clear demonstration that the 
s t uden t s  a re  dev e lop i ng 
communicative competencies in 
Spanish. 

 

 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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 Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

Woods Road School is proud to announce 

that Susan DiCenzo was selected as 

the Woods Road School 2018 Teacher of 

the Year. She has worked in the district 

for 27 years. Susan DiCenzo is currently a 

special education teacher working with 

students in 3rd and 4th grade. Mrs. 

DiCenzo received a Bachelor of Arts 

degree at Bucknell University, a master’s 

Degree in Teaching, and a post-master’s 

certification in Special Education from The 

College of New Jersey. 

 

As a teacher, she is dynamic and caring 

and inspires her students in the 

classroom. Words like inspirational, 

professional, selflessness, kindness, 

generous, patient, are just a few that 

come to mind when describing Mrs. 

DiCenzo. By using differentiated 

instruction, she provides her students with 

a variety of activities. As stated by one of 

her  3rd grade students, “Mrs. DiCenzo 

helps me with math and literacy. She 

teaches us really cool multiplication 

tricks.” This particular student wanted to 

make sure that his voice was heard when 

honoring Mrs. DiCenzo. With a testimony 
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like this, we can 

see why she is so 

well loved. 

 

As stated by our 3rd 

grade teacher, 

Peter McLaughlin, 

“Mrs. DiCenzo is a 

presence within this 

school and is 

known by all 

s t u d e n t s  a n d 

staff. She tirelessly 

serves as the HEA representative, 

attending meetings and disseminating 

information to the staff. She is 

regularly assisting staff members with 

their needs, serving as a liaison 

between the school and the union. She 

is respected and loved by all of her 

colleagues.”  

 

When asked about her favorite 

teaching moment during her 27 years, 

she said, “there are too many to 

pinpoint, but my favorite moments in 

teaching are when I see the 

excitement and joy of learning in a 

child's face, that is all the reward a 

teacher could ever want.” 

 

When asked for a favorite quote, Mrs. 

DiCenzo said, “I've learned that people 

will forget what you said, people will 

forget what you did, but people will 

never forget how you made them feel.” 

by Maya Angelou. This quote is  

important to her because she hopes 

that the students who have passed 

through her door and the colleagues 

that she has worked with have felt 

cared about. She added, “if I can be 

remembered for that, I feel 

successful!” 

 

On a side note, Mrs. DiCenzo grows 

the sweetest strawberries that we 

know and generously shares them 

each year. 

 

When asked what she is most proud 

of, she said, career-wise—“to be a 

contributing member of the school 

system she attended as a child.”  Her 

ties to Hillsborough are very strong 

and she is proud to come from a 

farming family in Hillsborough that 

valued education. She never takes 

for granted that it took selling a lot of 

corn, tomatoes, and strawberries for 

her parents to raise and educate 

seven children. 

 

On a personal level—Mrs. DiCenzo is 

most proud of her family, the 

Hillsborough tradition continues with 

her own sons who are receiving an 

excellent education in Hillsborough, 

both starting out with strong 

foundat ions  f rom her  WRS 

colleagues. She could not be more 

proud to, not only work in 

Hillsborough but, have her sons 

educated by a talented and dedicated 

staff. 

 

Woods Road School is honored to 

have Mrs. DiCenzo as its Teacher of 

the Year. On behalf of Woods Road 

School, thank you for your dedication 

to your students and school 

community. Congratulations! 



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

working full time as a 
Language and Learning 
Disabil i t ies Teacher .  
Since 1999, Mr. Armour 
has had the opportunity to 
work at Woods Road 
Elementary School and 
Hi l lsborough Middle 
School and then, starting 
in 2002, at Auten Road 

Intermediate School.    

 

Below are a few quotes from Auten 
Road staff regarding the impact of Ms. 

Armour: 

 

“As a former 5th grade teacher at 
Auten Road, I was fortunate to work 
directly with Mrs. Armour in my 
science class for five years. Over 
those years, I was able to see what 
wonderful things she does with her self 
- contained students on a daily basis. 
Each year the needs of her students 
would change, but Mrs. Armour was 
always able to adapt and make sure 
that her students received the best 

education possible.”  

 

M r s .  A r m o u r  a l w a y s  w o r k s 
collaboratively with her instructional 
assistants to ensure each student is 
receiving individualized attention and 
understands what the lesson of the 

day is about.”  

 

“When you walk into Mrs. Armour’s 
room, you are always greeted with 
smiling students and this is due to the 
environment that she has established. 
Students are always so excited to tell 
visitors to the room what they are 
currently working on or what they will 

be working on.”  

 

Hoops for Heart  

This year’s Hoops For Heart event was a 
huge success with students raising 
$18,246.66 for the American Heart 
Association. Proceeds from this event will 
help fund research and educational 
programs to increase awareness of heart 
disease and stroke. The ARIS Health and 
Physical Education program teaches 
students the importance of advocating for 
a cause in which they believe. 
Unfortunately, many of our students have 
expressed that they know a family 
member or friend that has suffered a heart 
attack or stroke and can relate to the 
cause. Thank you to all of our students 
and families for contributing to this cause 
and for helping to make a difference in the 

lives of others! 

 

M s .  J o An n 
Armour - ARIS 
Teacher off the 
Year  

Congratulations 
to Ms. Armour 
( S p e c i a l 
E d u c a t i o n 
Teacher) for 

being named Auten Road’s Teacher of the 
Year for 2018. Ms. Armour began working 
in Hillsborough in 1997 as a part-time 
instructional assistant. Two years later, 
upon completion of her bachelor’s Degree 
from Kean University, Ms. Armour began 

Congratulations, once again, to Ms. 
Armour for being named Teacher of 
the Year at Auten Road Intermediate 
School! Thank you for your 

commitment to excellence! 

 

Ms. Kristen Seker - ARIS 
Educational Services Professional 
of the Year  

Congratulations 
to Ms. Seker 
(Writing Content 
Specialist and 
A c a d e m i c 
S u p p o r t 
Teacher) for 
being named 
t h e  A R I S 

Educational Services Professional of 
the year for 2018. Mrs. Seker has 
worked in the Hillsborough School 
District since 1993. She has held 
many positions over the years 
including grades 3, 5, ASI Writing 
teacher, and ARIS Writing Content 

Specialist. 

 

After graduating with a bachelor’s 
degree in  ar t  h is to ry f rom 
Manhattanville College, Ms. Seker 
worked  fo r  The  New York 
Philharmonic in their Development 
office. In this position, she wrote 
letters to patrons to raise money for 
their Individual Giving campaign. Ms. 
Seker then went on to earn a 
master’s degree in both K-6 
Education, as well as Museum 
Education from the Bank Street 
Graduate School of Education, in 
New York. Her museum teaching 
experience includes work at the 
Hudson River Museum, The Brooklyn 
Historical Society, the Metropolitan 

(Continued on page 13) 
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HMS Presents Charlotte’s Web 

The cast and crew of the HMS Drama 
Club proudly presented the timeless 
children’s classic “Charlotte’s Web”  to 
packed houses in December under the 
direction of Mrs. Tracey Baker and Mrs. 
Nina Presuto. The talented ensemble 
was led by eighth grade student Jason 
Spinrad in the role of Wilbur, the 
humble yet terrific pig, while Marisa 
Valdes lent her voice to Charlotte, 
Wilbur’s creative web-weaving friend.    

 

HMS Educators of the Year 

Dr. Trybulski, on behalf of HMS, 
proudly recognized Mrs. Jennifer 
Harmsen as HMS Teacher of the Year 
and Mrs. Doris Levine as HMS 
Educational Services Professional of 
the Year for 2018. 

 

Mrs. Harmsen is a graduate of 
Northwestern, Rutgers and Seton Hall 
Universities. This is her 27th year in 
education. She currently teaches social 
studies at HMS. Over the years, Mrs. 
Harmsen has taken the lead on many 
educational initiatives and served on 
state and local committees including 
the Superintendent and HMS 
Principal’s Advisory Councils, the HMS 

School Improvement Panel, and the 
NJ State Teacher’s Advisory Panel. 
Mrs. Harmsen has also been a mentor 
to many students and new teachers 
over the years extending her positive 
influence well beyond her classroom.   

 

Mrs. Levine is a graduate of Hunter 
College of New York and has worked 
for Hillsborough Schools since 2004. 
In her role as an instructional 
assistant, Mrs. Levine has provided 
extraordinary support for students with 
special needs to participate fully in 
school. Moreover, she routinely 
applies great care, patience and 
creativity helping students challenged 
wi th  cogni t i ve and phys ica l 
impai rments  develop  greater 
independence and confidence in life.   

 

H M S  B a n d  P e r f o r m s  f o r 
Hillsborough Seniors 

In December, members of the HMS 
Wind Ensemble under the direction of 
Mrs. Ciji Coates and Mrs. Nancy 
Ciacciarelli entertained senior citizens 
at Brookdale Assisted Living in 
Hillsborough with a medley of holiday 
favorites.  

 

Science Robotics Team 

Congratulations to the HMS Robotics 
Team—The Water Wizards—who 
won the highly regarded Champion’s 
Award at the central Jersey regional 
robotics tournament. This year's 
theme and robot challenge was based 
on hydrodynamics. This Champion's 
Award recognizes a team that 
embodies the FIRST LEGO League 
(FLL) core values while achieving 
excellence and innovation in both the 
robot challenge and the research 
project and presentation. 

 

 



Congratulations to Mr. Robert Fenster, 
who has been selected as one of the 
top ten Claes Nobel Educators of the 
Year for 2017 by the National Society of 
High School Scholars. Mr. Fenster was 
recognized at a banquet in Atlanta, 
Georgia, in December, where he was 

awarded $500 and a plaque.  

 

Jasmine Brown, Class of 2014, was 
recently named a Rhodes Scholar.  A 
research assistant at Washington 
University in St. Louis, she will be 
pursuing her PhD in neuroscience while 
at Oxford University. An incredibly 
prestigious program, the Rhodes 
Scholarship represents students who 
have strong foundations and bright 
futures, providing a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for continued excellence in 
their chosen fields. HHS celebrates 

Jasmine Brown! 

 

Two images created by Iman Andujar 
were accepted into a show called “Hope 
for the Holidays” sponsored by the 
Monmouth Museum located in Lincroft, 
NJ. This juried museum exhibit focused 
on how “Hope is woven into all cultures 
across the globe.” "On Top of the 
World" is a photo of Iman’s brother on 
top of the tallest mountain in Portugal. 
"Tia Maria" is the photo of her great-
great aunt who is 89 and lives alone in 
Portugal. (Both pictured to the right.) 
She had just finished working on her 
farm when Iman visited her that day. 
Iman is a student in Mrs. Faith Wight’s 
Digital Photography class and Mrs. 

Lynn Mound’s Art I class. 

 

Ms. Julianna LoBiondo’s choral 
students did exceptionally well at the 
Central Jersey Music Educators 
Association auditions for this year’s 
Region Chorus. Twenty students were 
selected overall, and one student, Erin 

Mooney, was the top scorer out of 102 
Soprano 2’s who auditioned. HHS 
representatives in the CJMEA region 
chorus are: Amira Ali (11), Leena 
Baloch (12), Evan Centofanti (10), 
Julianna Ciccotelli (12), Matthew 
Conlon (10), Jillian Cuzzolino (12), 
Shaan Desai (9), Zoe Hack (10),  Ryan 
Honwad (12),  Margaret Johnson (9), 
Lyra Koncsol (10), Rebecca Letts (11), 
Brandon Luckenbaugh (10),  Kate 
McHale (10),  Erin Mooney (11),  Emily 
Obenauer (12), Megha Sawhney (11), 
Madison Sheehan (11), Natalie Sheik 

(10), and Sruti Yanamandra (11). 

 

Congratulations to Henry Geng, 
sophomore, who won second prize in 
the Association of Indians in America 
South Jersey Chapter 2017 Mahatma 
Gandhi Art and Writing Contest, which 
focuses on Gandhi’s message of “non-
violence, racial harmony and peace.” 
The winners were recognized at an 
award ceremony held at Princeton 

University on October 8, 2017. 

 

Several students had works selected 
for the Youth Art Show at Phillips Mill 
in New Hope, PA, running from 

January 21 
t h r o u g h 
F e b r u a r y 
1 1 . 
S t u d e n t s 
I m a n 
Anjuar (12 
– honorable 
m e n t i o n ) , 
R e e b a 
Bento (12), 
Anne Caridi 
(12), Kiley 

Chen (9), and Gillian Prince (9), will 
have work on display in a show that 
represents 19 public and private 
schools  in  New Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania. Pictured are works titled 
"Flown Away" by Kiley Chen and "Lost 

Mutt" by Iman Anjuar.  

 

Members of the National Honor 
Society and advisor Ms. Elizabeth 
Zsenak conducted an AP Outreach 
assembly at Hillsborough Middle 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Life Skills—Mrs. Minda Maggio, District Coordinator 

with drug free messages, trivia 
contests and assembly programs. We 
also had a canned food drive and a 

poster contest.   

 

“I Can, You Can, We Can Be Drug 
Free—Canned Food Drive” 

As part of Red Ribbon Week, canned 
food and personal items were 
collected from all our schools in the 
district. These donations were 
delivered to SHIP in Somerville where 
they will be distributed to families in 
Somerset county. Our Hillsborough 
families were very generous and we 
collected over 150 bags of food and 

personal items!   

 

Poster Contest  

Many students and some adults 
participated in this years poster 
contest.  Anyone interested in 
participating was instructed to create a 
poster with a strong drug-free 

message.  Here are the winners: 

Grand Prize Winner - Elementary:  

Akshaya Sureshkumar 

Grand Prize Winner – Intermediate/

Middle School:  Ritvik Rattehalli 

Grand Prize Winner - High School: 

Akash Sureshkumar 

Grand Prize Winner - Adult: Parul 

Dave 

Grand Prize Winner - Family: The 

Graham Family  

 

There were 10 Runners Up:  Delilah 
Bergman, Jaya Dave, Eshaan 
Debrath, Destiny LaRoza, Duron 
LaRoz Pinkerton, Ishaan Menezes, 
Bejamin and Philip Oliwa, Inaya 
Siddiqui, Brandon Bender, and Jay 

Taneja. 

 

Congratulations to all the winners and 
thanks to all who submitted a poster. 
All poster contest entries were judged 
by the Hi l lsborough/Mil lstone 
Municipal Alliance and all entries are 
now hanging in the Hillsborough 
Municipal Building on the brick wall 
near the Police Department.  Stop by 
and see all the drug-free messages 
created by our students and 

community members! 

Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal (cont.) 

elves, the students, carried the gifts out to  the 
van. It was so wonderful to watch the 
students’ faces as the van filled up with 
presents. Our students loved the experience 
of helping others. The 4th grade teachers 
were moved by the support and generosity of 
their students. Each year, the director of the 
Agape House is always amazed how 
generous Sunnymead students are. Ms. 
DeVincentz, Mrs. Mullin, Ms. Petrozzo, Ms. 
Klink, and  Mrs. Levinski truly appreciate their 
students’ efforts in helping meet the needs of 
families in our area. Their students will never 
forget what it feels like to have made a 

difference in someone’s life.                    

 

In December, the school supported Jump 
Rope for Heart. We combined our monthly 
school meeting with a jump-a-thon! Both 
students and staff participated and competed 
against one another in rope jumping! 

Everyday, the students of Sunnymead are 
challenged and motivated to become 
better students, and show off all of their 

many talents.   

 

Music Happenings 

Here at Sunnymead, students have been 
singing left and right! Leading up 
to the Halloween festivities this 
October, students could be heard 
singing “Town Hall Halloween 
Bal l ”  or  “Pick -a-Pumpkin” 
between classes. Those fall 
musical tunes turned into the 
sweet sounds of, well, SWEETS! 
The 2nd grade students’ 
performance “How Sweet It Is” 

concert was a hit in December! 

 

In 3rd grade, the students worked hard 
on their own compositions using high/low 
pitches and notation. The students were 
excited to read music and use all they 
had learned about “sight-reading” as they 
prepared for their own concert “Words of 

Wisdom” held on January 10.  

Red Ribbon Week is the oldest and 
largest drug prevention campaign in the 
country. Our Hillsborough Community 
celebrates Red Ribbon Week in October 
each year and we have been celebrating 

for over 20 years!  

 

Red Ribbon Week serves as a vehicle 
for our community to take a stand for the 
hopes and dreams of our children 
through a commitment to drug 
prevention, education and a personal 

commitment to live drug free lives. 

 

And, perhaps more importantly, Red 
Ribbon Week commemorates the 
ultimate sacrifice made by DEA Special 
Agent Enrique "Kiki" Camarena, who 
died at the hands of drug traffickers in 
Mexico while fighting the battle against 
illegal drugs to keep our country and 

children safe. 

 

Red Ribbon Week activities take place 
from kindergarten through High School 
and also include parent workshops and 
community events. Some of this years’ 
activities included decorating the schools 



Page 12 Hillsborough Happenings 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Ms. Tracey Knerr 

to a friend who is absent), 
what would you say? 

● Does your answer make 
sense?  Why or why not? 

● Are there other r ight 
answers to this problem?  
How do you know? 

● Can you do this another 
way? 

● What information do you 
know? 

● What information do you 
need to find? 

● Can you explain what (insert 
a name here) said in your 
own words? 

 

Most of these questions can be used 
for conversations about learning in 
general. They can also be explored 
even if the questioner does not really 
understand the work him/herself. 
Helping the learner build capacity in 
taking ownership of learning is a win-
win! 

 

Remember that the math classroom 
of today looks nothing like the math 
classroom of years past. Many of us 
were taught math in a manner 
which subtly sent the message that 
speed is what matters and if we did 
not immediately know what to do, it 
was a bad thing and ultimately 
made us bad at math. Educators 
and parents need to acknowledge 
that learning is sometimes messy 
and it takes time. Real problems 
take time and effort to solve. Reflect 
on whether or not the message your 
learners are receiving is that fast 
makes them “good at math” and 
slow makes them “bad at math” and 
then do what you can to mitigate the 
message that slow = bad. The more 
a learner wrestles with a problem 
and owns the learning, the more 
likely s/he will be able to transfer the 
learning. 

harbor bells as they turned the corner in 
to the harbor (hallway), students were 
dressed up to represent the countries 
they had researched. Upon entering Ellis 
Island, the students showed their papers, 
had mock physicals, attempted to clear 
customs (some easily and some with 
delays), and eventually made their way 
into the United States to start their new 
lives. This activity was organized by the 
3rd grade teachers and led by Mrs. Mary 
Jett and Mrs. Debbie Sernas. Thank you 
to the parents and grandparents who 
came as special guest speakers and 
talked to the students about their own 
experiences coming to the US and why 

they are so proud to be Americans. 

application? First, if you happen to be 
one of those “don’t do math” people, 
please stop saying you are not good at 
math. Everyone can learn math; albeit 
the learning  may not occur at the 
same pace nor in the same way. This 
is natural and to be expected; it is not a 
bad thing! Next, practice asking 
interesting and appropriate questions 
with your mathematics learners, such 
as . . . 

 

● How do you know that will 
work? 

● How do you know that is true? 

● Will that always work? 

● Does this look like anything 
you have seen before?  If so, 
what?  If not, what part do you 
recognize? 

● Do you agree with the answer 
that (insert a name here) 
gave?  Why or why not? 

● If you had to explain this to a 
six-year old (substitute any 
age that is appropriate or say 

Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal (cont.) 
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
Feb. 7—Coffee with the Superintendent 
Feb. 12—Board of Education Meeting 
Feb. 26—Board of Education Meeting 
Mar. 9, 10, 11, 16, 17—HHS Spring Musical 
Mar. 16, 17, 18, 23, 24 —HMS Spring Musical 
Mar. 12—Board of Education Meeting 
Mar. 30 - Apr. 6—Schools Closed 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for additional events and details.  

Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

balancing the unique role of teacher 

and content specialist. 

 

A m o n g  t h e  m a n y  n o t a b l e 
achievements and projects that Ms. 
Seker has been involved (and 

currently works on), includes: 

 Teacher Consultant for the 
National Writing Project (NWP) - 

Rutgers University 

 Works as a teacher consultant 
with the Zimmerli Art Museum (in 
par tn e rsh ip  w i th  Ru t ge rs 
University) and designs lessons 
for teachers/schools groups that 
focus on how to further develop 
critical thinking and reasoning 

through the elements of visual art. 

 Recently nominated to attend the 
Elevating and Celebrat ing 
Effective Teachers and Teaching 
Conference  (ECET2NJPA) 
sponsored by the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation. 

 Invited to be a part of Drew 
University’s chapter of the 

National Writing Project.  

 

Once again, congratulations Ms. 
Seker for all that you do each and 
every day for the students and staff at 
ARIS. We are so proud to have you 
represent Auten Road as its 
Educational Services Professional of 

the Year for 2018!   

Museum of Art, and the Museum of the 

City of New York.   

 

As our building Writing Specialist, Ms. 
Seker works tirelessly to make sure that 
teachers have an understanding of the 
curriculum and resources so they can 
apply that knowledge when teaching their 
students. Her approach to this position is 
always collegial, warm and encouraging. 
She lives a “can do” attitude and shares 
this feeling with all she comes into contact.  
Over the years while working with team 
teachers, they have shared that Kristen 
“exudes positivity in everything she does.” 
She known as an expert at modifying 
lessons to make them more practical and 
achievable for struggling learners. Ms. 
Seker is a great communicator and liaison, 

 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 

instrumental in creating, organizing, 
and del iver ing this  important 
informational session to the students 

at HMS. 

 

Upcoming Dates: Report cards will be 
posted to Genesis on the afternoon of 

February 7. The Snowball Dance is 
on February 9. Spring sports medical 

paperwork is due February 15. 

School to provide the future high school 
students with information about Advance 
Placement opportunities at HHS. Seniors 
Rohil Chada, Emma Darcy, Karan 
Mahesh, Kaely Murday, Catherine 
Nguyen, Shreeshruthi Raghavan, Rakesh 
Senthilvelan, and Bryan Trinh were 

http://www.htps.us/
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

